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1. Difficulty in defining anti-Judaism. Levine: “Is the New Testament anti-Jewish?” is not a 
helpful question.  Levine—A better question: Can the New Testament be interpreted as 
anti-Jewish? A second question:  How can an anti-Jewish interpretation be refuted? 

 
2. The New Testament claim that Jesus is the Way to heaven should not be regarded as 

necessarily anti-Jewish. 
The Gospel of John 14:6: Jesus told him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.” Open to, at the least, three different interpretations: 
•No one will be saved by God the Father unless they have faith that Jesus is Lord and Savior. 
•The Way is not Jesus himself but his teachings: entrance to heaven is determined by behavior (see 
Matthew 25 that makes righteousness essential to salvation: specifically, acts of compassion). 
•Salvation does not depend upon one’s faith or one’s works. Jesus alone determines entrance into 
heaven. (This means that salvation can, if Jesus so decides, occur outside the church or the religion of 
Christianity.) 
 

3. Three New Testament texts that can be interpreted as anti-Jewish: 
•1 Thessalonians 2:14-16  “ . . . the Jews . . . killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us 
out; they displease God and oppose everyone by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they 
may be saved.” 
On what basis has it been argued that Paul was not being anti-Jewish? 
--Refers to Judeans, not all Jews. --Is an interpolation (words are not Paul’s). 
Levine’s response. 
 
•Matthew 27: 22-23. Pilate asks [the Jews gathered in front of him and Jesus], “What should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Christ?” They replied, “Crucify him.” Pilate . . . washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. He said, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility.” All the people answered, 
“Let his blood be on us and on our children.” 
How has the case been made that this text is not really anti-Jewish? 
--Means all the people of Jerusalem, not all Jews. –Means all of humanity. –Means Jews accept cleansing 
blood of Jesus. 
Levine’s response. 
 
•Gospel of John 8:42-47 Jesus said to the Jews, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 
from God and now am here. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what 
I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. . . . He who belongs 
to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  
How this text can be interpreted as not anti-Jewish? 
--Directed only at those who are not true Jews.  –A reaction against Jews who excommunicated fellow 
Jews from synagogues because they were followers of Jesus. 

Levine’s response. 
  


